Management of cutaneous leishmaniasis.
There is an urgent need for a safe, effective, easily administered and cheap treatment for cutaneous leishmaniasis. Unfortunately it remains elusive. There have been a number of contributions during the last year, but none will change present day management. The diagnosis of cutaneous leishmaniasis is established on the basis of a typical lesion, a history of exposure and demonstration of the parasite. Molecular methods, usually based on kinetoplast DNA, are being developed and used increasingly to diagnose and type the infecting organism. Pentavalent antimonials remain the mainstay of treatment.